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Description of the Battle of Eylau, fought February 8, 
1807. 


[From Sir Robert Wilson’s Sketch of the Campaigns in Poland in 
1806 and 1807.] 


ERHAPS no night was ever more awful, no occasion ever 

excited an higher interest. The approximation—the con- 
tact of the adverse armies—the importance of their character 
and objects—the fortunes that awaited their achievements—the 
events that depended on them—the presence of 150,000 men 
undaunted at the aspect of battle’s teriific preparations, but 
impatient for mutual slaughter—the wintry wildness of the scene, 
faintly cheered by the pertial fires, on whose blaze the darkness 
of the storm rested, and whose flames, chilled by impenetrable 
icy beds, but exposed to view the shivering groups extended 
around—knowledge of the Russian suflerance—commiseration 
of their helpless distress—admiration of their heroism—anxiety 
for their fate, kept unclosed the wearied eye, and oppressed the 
mind with variety and weight of thought: but at earliest 
dawn, when the firing of small arms commenced, universal 
Joyous confidence dispelled all other cares but that of rendering 
the contest most destructive to the enemy. 

Sooy after day-break the Russian cannon opened, and played 
very heavily, but rather at hazard, as the French columns were 
principally concealed by the favouring swells of their ground and 
the town and suburbs of Preuss Eylav. The French cannon 
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quickly replied with vigour and effect, as every man of the 
Russian army was exposed from head to heel. 

About half an hour after the cannonade began, the French 
made an advanced movement with their leftin column,supported 
by a strong body of cavalry, to turn the Russian right, and 
another strong column passed out of the town of Preuss 
Eylau bythe church, with the intention of storming the center, 
whilst 150 pieces of cannon covered their approach, and 
40 pieces of the imperial guard played upon the center Russian 
battery. These troops had not advanced above three hundred 
yards, repelling the Russian tirailleurs, when the Russian 
cannon shot, admirably directed, ploughed through the mass, 
and so shattered their order, that after a minute’s pause they 
inclined for shelter behind a detached house, but, being still 
exposed, they rushed back in the wildest disorder to the 
town; whilst the other columns and the cavalry, also 
oppressed with bullets and grape, broke and fled, pursued 
by the Russian cavalry and fi ght inf mtry, who again dislodged 
the enemy from the village and avenue of trees which they had 
sought to occupy the preceding vening. 

The French, repulsed in their first assaults, maintained avery 
heavy fire of arti llery from their heights and the salient points 
of the town, and as the whole Russian army was still exposed 
to their observation and fire, with much effect, as to the de- 
struction of men. 

Some tine afterwards, several French columns aitempted to 

carry the village of Se rpallen i in front of the Russian left, and in 
sdvdees of which vill: age there had been, from d iy-break, a 
roves fire of musquetry 5 but General Baggavoute, who was 

tationed there, having received a rei iforce inentof twor 
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of cavalry, atta ‘ked the enewy and drove them with great loss 
. ick upon the wood which bordered the rightof the French po- 

tion. Animated by this success, and further reinforced by the 
envalcy, the Russians charged various detached columns of com- 
munication with the com pletest success, and took several eagles, 
so that the enemy was obl if sed to reassemble his forces towards 
his own center, The vil! lage of Serpalien had however been 
set in flames during the con te st. 

He eavy spow-storms obscuring the atmosphere, and driving 
with great violence in the fae es. of the Russian , had hitherto 
favoured the approaches or the e eneiny, anda ve ry he: vy storm 
falling about mid- day, presented an occasion which the enemy 
did not omit to use, or the Russians to prepare against. When 
the darkness was clearing, six columns of ind nemy, inclading 
the French guards, and s supported, by the cavalry and a nume- 
rous artillery, were disc sanaad close | upon the fi inst line of the 
Russians. Atthat instant General Beuit 1gzen gallopped for ward 
with bis staff, directed the reserves to advance, and imarched 
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down to meet the enemy, whilst his exulting troops shouted 
acclaiming peals of victory. 

The brave Russians, (itis difficult to refrain from enthusiastic 
expressions of praise when their conduct at this awful moment 
js recollected) inclining inwards, eagerly pressed on, indifferent 
to the shower of balls that plunged through their ranks, and 
uniting with the first line, the whole charged home upon the 
enemy, who, panic-struck by this unexpected attack, instantly 
cave way, avandoning their cannon and several eagles, and 
pursued, when the army ceased to advance, by the musquetry 
fire of cone ot the deploying columns, and the artillery of all 
the batteries. 

The efforts of the French cavalry had been equally unsuc- 
cessful ; the Russian cavalry overwhelmed them, pursued them 
tothe French batteries, took two eagles and twenty cannon 
from the fugitive infantry rallying upon their heights, and 
extended the almost unparalleled carnage to their very res 
serves. 

A regiment of French cuirassiers had, during the storm, 
gained au interval in the Russian line between their center and 
lett wing ; but the Cossaques and some hussars, immediately as 
they were perceived, bore down upon them. The cuirassiers, 
apparently like men stupified by the magnitude of their own 
enterprise, aud unprepared for success, rushed with a consider 
able detour, through the rear of the camp, and then turned 
tuwards the right of the Russian right wing, but their bodies 
successively tracked the course, and only eighteen escaped 
alive. 

The Russian army, which had now advanced several hun- 
dred paces, was, if possible, more than ever exposed; but the 
columns remained as a rampart to be battered down, thus - 
proving the superiority of their active and passive courage over 
an enemy who only advanced with a faultering step to be de- 
stroyed, or retired behind the cover that his position offered for 
shelter. 

The enemy’s attack having been thus completely baffled, 
measures were taking tosecure the victory on General ‘Lestocq’s 
arrival, who was momentarily expected to appear, as officers 
had come from him, and orders had been sent for him to ex- 
pedite his march, when a lrench corps was observed advancing 
from a wood to turn the Russian left; and almost immediately 
a very severe fire was directed upon the Russians, who endea- 
voured to maintain Serpallen, but notwithstanding their val- 
lantry and perseverance, were obliged to abandonit. ‘T'wo re- 
giments were then sent to extend the Russian left to Sausgar- 
ten, but the French advanced with such impetuosity thai they 
rapidly gained ground towards the rear of the Russian army, 
and as another body of the cnemy was seen advancing opon 
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the right of the corps which was hitherto turning their posi- 
tion, the left wing and the greater part of the center was thrown 
back almost at right angles with the right wing. In the cir- 
cumstances under which this movement was executed, discrder 
could scarcely be avoided, and the enemy reached the farm- 
house behind the center of the position, which had been Gene- 
ral Beningzen’s head-quarters on the previous evening, whilst 
their artillery, posted on favourable eminences, played with 
great execution throughout the field. 

Never was a change more sudden. The victors were yielding 
the field to the vanquished, and surprize and alarin were rapidly 
displacing confidence and paralizing exertion. 

But whilst anxiety was at its height, and a supporting move- 
ment of the enemy from Preuss Eylau was apprehended, as 
one division alone remained in the Russian right wing ; at that 
critical moment, General Lestocq, (whose approach had been 
so long announced, and whose arrival had been so long ear- 
nestly expected, but who had to perform his march pressed by 
Marshal Ney’s corps) entered the field by the village of Al- 
thoff, where a battalion of grenadiers and some Cossaques 
were left to check the progress of Marshal Ney, proceeded un- 
jnterrupted by the left of the enemy’s army, to which his right 
flank was exposed, passed the Russian right, rapidly moved in 
three columns, along the open tract in its rear, and advanced 
upon the yillage of Kutschitten, already occupied by the 
enemy. 

After an able disposition for the attack of the village and the 
prevention of succour, the two columns destined for the assault, 
aud supported by a battalion of grenadiers, impetuously rushed 
forwards, and were met by the enemy at the extremity of the 
village, but the greater part of the French were instantancously 
put to death with the bayonet, and the fugitives in vain endea- 
voured to rally on reserves in the street ; every impediment 
was forced, and, as a last resource, they fired the village for the 
purpose of sheltering their flight. ‘The precautions of General 
Lestocq had, however, environed them with destruction ; the 
troops, directed to intercept their retreat on Lampasch, or the 
wood between that village and Anklappen, charged as they sal- 
lied out,and not one man, of the whole 800, who had origi- 
nally defended Kuischitten,escaped ; one eagle was taken ; and 
the three Russian guns abandoned in the retreat of the Rus- 
sian left wing, were recovered by the Russian regiment of Wy- 
burg. This service being achieved, General Lestocq formed 
his corps in two lines, the cavalry forming the second line; and 
one regiment extended the left of the infanuy, to keep in 
check the enemy’s right; he then advanced in the direction ot 
the wood between Anklappen and Lampasch, with his rear 
towards the captured yillage of Kutschitten, pon the enemy, 
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whose advanced line had been cannonaded daring the storm of 
Kutschitten, and driven back to the entrance of the forest. 
Thecorps of General Lestocq never fired a shot until within a 
few paces of the enemy, when a furious action with artillery 
and musquetry commenced. ‘The Prussian guys, having an 
advantageous position, overwhelmed the fire of the French can- 
non, and, at the same time, occasioned their troops an unre- 
mitiing heavy.loss ; and the Prussian infantry being at length 
less exposed than the enemy, in consequence of some broken 
ground, their fire occasioned such a carnage, that, notwith- 
standing the treble. superiority, at least, of the French, the 
enemy were conipelled, after half an hour’s combat, to yield 
the ground, and abandon between 3000 and 4000 killed or 
wounded. ‘he Prussians, who had, ’till that moment, re- 
mained in the most regular alignment, now advanced forwards 
to close upon the enemy, and chased them through the forest 
towards Sausgarten, until. night arrested their victorious ca- 
reer. 

The Russian left had also rallied, under the protection of the 
flying artillery jadiciously posted, and the columns being 
formed, readvanced, drove the enemy back as rapidly as he 
had proceeded, recovered the farm-house, expelled him from 
the wood, and by a bold attack of cavalry, which destroyed 
an entire column, dispersed them in the greatest disorder. 

Night had now closed in darkly, and only an occasional shot 
or shell was fired from the heights above Eylau; but as Marshal 
Ney had driven the Prussian battalion and the Cossaques from 
Althoff, (from whence they had retired with the most gallant 
and skilful conduct, so as to unite with the Russian right) and 
had occupied Schloditten, which post menaced the communi- 
cation with Koenigsberg, General Beningzen ordered a division 
under General Kaminskoy to storm it, which order was exe- 
cuted about ten at night, with irresistible ardour, and the huze 
zas of the charging troops being heard at Preuss Eylau, the 
enemy supposed that a general attack would be renewed, for 
which Baonaparte found his army so little prepared, that he 
sent off his heavy artillery, baggage, &c. to Landsberg, ordered 

Davoust to join him, and withdrew his troops back upon the 
heights immediately in front of the w oods, where he with difli- 
culty reassembled the wreck of his shattered and dispirited 
army, and awaited information of the Russian movements. 
About eleven o'clock, the Russian generals assembled (still 
on horscback,) when General Beningzen informed the circle 
that he had determined, notwithstanding his success, to fall 
back upon Kenigsberg, for hehac no bread to give the troops, 
and their ammunition was expended ; but by a position in the 
neighbourhood of such a city his army would be certain of 
eyery necessary supply, and be assured the means of re-equip- 
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ping itself so as to appear again in the field before the enemy 


could repair his losses. 


All the Russian generals entreated General Beningzen to 
keep the field, and not render nugatory a victory so dearly 
bought. ‘They assured him that the enemy was in retreat ; that 


bis own.army was ready to advance at the moment ; and Gene- 
ral Knoring and General Tolstoy (the quarter-master-general, 
and second in command). offered to move forward and attack 
whatever troops Buonaparte might have rallied, and thus com, 
plete the vietory; and, at all events they pledged their lives 
that if be but remained on his ground, the enemy would re- 
tire altogether. General Lestocq also urged the same argu- 
ments; but General Beningzen thought it bis duty not to incur 
the hazard. of a reinforcement of fresh troops enabling the 
enemy to cutoff his communications with Koenigsberg. He 
found the privations of his army now pressing heavy on their 
physical powers. He knew his own loss was not less than 
£0,000 men, and he was not then aware of the full extent of 
the enemy’s disorganization and loss, which was afterwards 
proved to exceed 40,000 men, including 10,000 who had quitted 
their colours under the pretence of escorting wounded, Xc. and 
who did not return for many days; he therefore persevered 
in bis.original determination, directed the order of march, and 
after thirty-six hours passed on horseback, without any food, 
and being almost exhausted, placed himself in a house filled 
with several hundreds of dead and dying, to obtain an hour's 
repose amidst the groans and shrieks of the wretched sufferers. 

During the suspension of movements, a few moments were 
afforded to contemplate the field of battle, and never did a 
more terrible spectacle present itself. Fifty thousand brave 
men since sun-rise killed and wounded, and a great part, being 
struck by cannon shot, exposed still on the ground without the 
means, without the hopes of succour. Near 50,000 heroes, 
still gallant in spirit, but worn out by fatigue, and exhausted by 
hunger, unable to keep the field which their valour bad won, 
and about‘to abandon their mangled comrades who were im- 
ploring their assistance and protection. 





Shetch of therespective Positionsof the Spanish and French 
Armies in April, 1811 ; and of the fortified Places in the 
Possession of each. 

FRONTIER TOWARDS FRANCE. 
YARCELONA, Piqueiras, Pampelona, St. Sebastian, and 
Fuente Arabia, possessed by the French, having been 


given up to them previous to the revolution in March, 1808, 
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PRINCIPALITY OF CATALONIA. 


Besides Barcelona and Figueiras, the towns of Lerida, Ge- 
rona, and Tortosa, are now occupied by the French; the two 
latter having stood a long siege. Taragona, and the whole of 
the mountainous part of the province, are still occupied by the 
Spaniards. The army of Sp:in in Catalonia is commanded by 
Gieneral Campoverde, and amounts to about 14,000 regulars. 
That of France is actually under the command of Macdonald; 
but it has been previously commanded by Augereau, St. Cyr, 
and Duhesme, ail of whom have successively been recalled in 
disgrace. 

THE PROVINCES OF NAVARRE, BISCAY, SANTANDER, AND 
ASTURIAS 


Are at present all occupied by the French; but there is a 
small Spanish army on foot in Asturias, commanded by the 
marguis of Porlier, commonly called the Marquisito. This 
force exceeds 3000 men. Several guerillas or small flying corps 
in Navarre, who continually harass the Frehch army, intercept 
their convoys, couriers, and destroy great numbers of them. 
The commander of the guerillas in Navarre is Espos y Mina; 
and his corps consists of four battalions. Latterly, on the 12th 
of February, he attacked and destroyed two French divisions, 
and made 1000 prisoners. ‘The two rich vales at Roncal and 
Roncesvalies are still in the possession of the Spaniards. 


KINGDOM OTF GALICIA. 


This very extensive province, one of the most populous in 
Spain, with its very important sea-ports of Ferrol, Corunna, 
and Vigo, is now in the peaceable and exclusive possession of 
the Spaniards. ‘The Spanish army is commanded by General 
Mahy, and consists of about 20,000 effective. regulars, and 
would be more numerous, but for want of arms and clothing, 
The irregular armed peasantry is likewise very numerous, 


KINGDOM OF ARRAGON. 


Saragossa, the capital, has been occupied by the French 
since its surrender alter the ever-wemorable defence by Pala- 
fox; but there are numerous guerillas who act in it, and make 
incursions into Castile, to the great annoyance of the enemy : 
besides a small army of 4000 regulars commanded by the mar- 
quis de Villacampa. 

THE KINGDOMS OF OLD AND NEW CASTILE AND LEON 


Are for the most part occupied by the French, but they are 
greatly harassed by the guerillas, ‘There ave no fortified places 
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consequence in either of these provinces ; and the guerillas con- 
tinually molest them. 

Marshal Bessieres commands in Old Castile, and General 
Beliard commands in Madrid. The Spanish guerillas in Cas- 
tile are numerous ; but the principal ones are: 

First, that commanded by Juan Martin, alias El] Empeci- 
nado, whose party is principally stationed in the — of 
Guadalaxara, and consists of about 3000 men, of whom at 
least 400 are cavalry ; he only wants arms and ammunition to 
increase his force to 10,000, ashe has 7000 men ready disci- 
plined for the purpose. 

Secondly, the party of Francisquete in La Mancha, and, 

Thirdly, that of Julian, in the province of Salamanca. 


KINGDOM OF VALENCIA, 


The French are not in possession of any part of this very 
rich, populous, and extensive province, except a sinall district 
on the borders of Catalonia. The very important cities of 
Valencia, Alicante, Denia, and Peniscola, are well fortified and 
garrisoned. 

The Spanish commanders are :—At Valencia, the captain- 
general is General Bassecourt, with 12,000 regulars. ‘The head- 
quarters are at Murviedro. 

At Alicante General Iriarte commands. The garrison con- 
sists of about 4000 men, regulars and militia, besides 7000 regu 
Jars about to be organised by Major-General Roche. ‘The 
militia of the kingdom is very numerous, and may be esti- 
mated at 50,000. 


THE KINGDOM OF MURCIA. 


This rich province is also still in the possession of the 
Spaniards. The important naval arsenal of Carthagena is 
garrisoned, The number of troopsis uncertain. The Spanish 
army in Murcia is about 20,000 strong, of which only 15,900 
are armed and clothed, and is commanded by Geueral 
O'Donnell. There are four brothers of this name, who 
are all general officers. ‘The head-quarters of the army are 
actually at Lorca. 


THE KINGDOM OF GRANADA 


Is at present occupied by the French, who have garrisons in 
the sea-ports of Almeria, Malaga, and Marbella. ‘The French 
General Sebastiani commands the army, bat is kept in check 
by the Spanish army of Murcia, which lately made « move- 
ment to La Mancha, and since then to Lorca, which in the 
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first instance prevented his sending succours to Victor bee. 
fore Cadiz. 


ANDALUSIA 


Comprehends the four kingdoms of Cordoba, Jaen, Seville, 
and Granada. . All the principal towns, except Cadiz, Ayamonte, 
and Algesiras, are occupied by the French. The French army 
occupied in the blockade of Cadiz iscommanded by Marshals 
Victor and Soult, 

The Spanish guerillas in the mountains of Ronda are very 
numerous. Their chief commander is the marquis of 4 
formerly an officer of artillery; and the French armies are very 
much annoyed by them. The army of General Ballasteros, 
consisting of about 4000 men, is actually at Castillejos, near 
Ayamonte. 





ESTREMADURA, 


Since the surrender of Badajos, is occupied almost entirely 
by the French. There are some small parties of guerillas ; 
and the remaining portion of the Spanish army, formerly 
commanded by the marquis of Romana, is actually at Albur- 
querque, a few leagues to the north of Badajos. 





The Story of Daubigny. 
(Concluded from Page 373.) 


“ T ARKINS arrived .a few days after the death of Mr. 
Geoffry ; he no sooner read the will, and saw the situa- 
tion of affairs, than it was resolved to conceal the birth of the 
infant. One difficulty alone remained—the Roman catholic 
confessor of the deceased mother. 1 knew the character of 
this monk, and by a heavy bribe, and committing the infant 
solely to hiseare, purchased him over to our party. Every thing 
Was thus arranged, the child was delivered to the monk. Lar- 
kins took possession of the estate, and by a deed bound him- 
self-to the payment of a certain annual sum to me. This sum he 
has of late years refused, having heard that Agnes, the name of 
the young infant, had disappeared, and to ail probability no 
Onger existed.” 

_“ Do you possess the documents to substantiate this narra- 
tive? Demanded the worthy magistrate. 

“ Yes,” replied Daubigny ; “ I too well understood the cha- 
Facter of my associate to throw myself so wholly in bis power. 
The will isin my hands, I can prove the birth of Agnes, and 
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the manner by which the same Agnes, whom the monk com. 
mitted to the sisters of St. Marie, passed into the hands of the 
Lady Priscilla Harrowby.” 

‘ Then let not a moment be lost,’ added the worthy magis- 
trate, ‘ Let Qs hasten to Lymington ; it will be necessary to 
arrest the miscreant Larkins before he shall be informed of our 
preceedings.’ 

Orders were accordingly issued that the necessary carriages 
should be prepared ; and this being done, they départed, Ag- 
nes, however, reluctant, finding it necessary to accompany 
them. 

They proceeded without delay to the conclusion of their 
journey, and nothing occurred till they reacbed Lymington, 
the seatof the Oldcasile’s, now of the lawyer Larkins. Upon 
enquiring for Larkins they were informed that he was at 
home, aud would see them without delay. They were led into 
a parlour which opened at one of the extremities into a second 
apartment. 

By the arrangement of the magistrate, Agnes, Daubigny, :ind 
the officers of justice, withdrew into the inner roons, whilst 
the magistrate hiinself awaited tle coming of ‘Larkins in the 
Outer one. 

Within a few minutes he appeared, with that isolence of de- 
meanour which never fails to characterise the upstart. The 
magistrate entered upon his subject; Larkins was for a moment 
confounded, but again recovered bis presence of mind, and 
repelled the accusation as an insuk. The magistrate called 
Daubigny forth. It would nowbe easy to convey an idea of 
the immediate change which the appearance of his associate 
produced’ in ‘the ‘countenance of Larkins. In the same mo- 
ment Agnes arid the ofhcers of justice entered the apartment. 
The appearance of Agnes completed the. whole ; recognising 
the features of her mother, Larkins:pérceived that he was lost. 
Daubigny regarded him with a look of triumph ; it was 
the triumph of one villain overanother. Larkins stumped with 
repressed rage. “ Be it so,” at Jéngth exclaimed he; “ the 
justice of Heaven overtakes me. J avow. every thing. Your 
vevenge has fully succeeded ; yes, thou monsier!” addressing 
himself to Danbigny, “ congratulate yourself owthe efficacy of 
your revenge, and if it can add any thing to your satisfac tion, 
know that the man you have thus betray d to the exceutioncris 
your father !” 

“© My father !” exclaimed Daubigny, starting with horror. 

‘ Yes, your father ; why else did 1 even so far adop t your 
anterest as even to: xdmit you tothe parti cip tion of my crib ies? 
replied the infuriated Larkins. “ But nothir ng now remains 
but to follow uiy destiny. Permit me first,” continued he, 


turing 



































ar 


au 


in 
th 
Ke 
My 


gr 


an 


he 


co. 
els 
fur 


tre 


he: 





s= 
to 
ur 


e- 
1e 
nt 


ig 
rhe 


ag 


ur 


” 


Ie, 











THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 391 
turning to the officers, “ to take with me some papers in that 
bureau ? which may be necessary to my trial.” 

The magistrate consented provided the papers were delivered 
into the bands of the officers, and sealed with his judicial 
seal. Larkins opened the bureau; desired the officers to 
secure the papers, and whilst they were thus employed, con- 
trived to prepare himself for a purpose on which le wasalready 
resolved. 

“ Nothing vow remains,” said the ma 
papeys in the possession of the officers. 

“ Yes,” added Larkins furiously, “ one thing still remains, 
revenge ;' and with these words, before he could be prevented 
by the oificers, he shot Daubigny dead upon the spot. A second 
pistol he applied to his own head, but it was wrested from hiua, 
before it could produce its effect. 

The nature of these events could not but produce a power- 
ful efiect ou a mind formed like that of Agnes. Larkins was 
committed to asccure custody, from which he could only issue 
to receive the punishment so justly merited by his crimes. His 
trial would have taken place without delay only that the indis- 
position of Agnes prevented her from appearing against him. 
As the evidence of the unhappy Daubigny had been signed, and 
witnessed, and the original will of the father of Agnes was 
in the hands of the magistrate, nothing was wanting necessary 
to his conviction, had it been intended to have brought hit 
to trial for this act. But the murder of Daubigny was in the 
eye of the lawa far greater offence, and one in which the evi- 
dence was more complete. For this he was at length arraigned, 
and being convicted, suffered the penalty of the laws. He 
had previously signed a confession of the infamy he had 
done to Agues, who was thus without further difficulty, or legal 
formality, invested and put into possession of the estate of her 
auceslors. 

The family of the Oldcastles had been so generally beloved 
inthe neighbourhood, and even throughout the country, that 
ihe discovery of an heiress of that name was received with 
general satisfaction, and she was scarcely fixed in the family 
wausion, than her house was thronged with visitors of cone 
gratulation. 

The confession of Daubigny, confirmed by that of Larkins 
and other ustimonies, not only restored her to the possession of 
her paternal estates, but, as the heiress of the Oldeastles, to the 
Wealth of the late captain of that name. She was thus be- 
come the most wealthy heiress of the county, and had nothing 
else been requixed to her happiness, would have had nothing 
further to desire. But as she walked through the lofty 
trees which formed the avenue from the extreme wall of 
her park to the gate by which was the more immediate cutrance 
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to the house, though she could see nothing around her 
but what belonged to herself, she found a vacuum of her heart 
yet unfilled; she found that something was still wanting to 
render her happy. In a word the absence of Bellasis, a 
gentleman who had paid his addresses to her, poisoned her 
felicity. She considered him as lost to her for ever. 

As she was one day walking in her favourite avenue, she saw 
a carriage enter the park gate, and proceeding furiously 
towards the house. She hastened her return as the carriage 
must otherwise necessarily pass her. She imagined it to be 
one of those visitors of congratulation from which she had 
been lately scarcely an hour free. In another moment the 
carriage was up to her; the door opened, and Bellasis was 
before her. 

We must leave to the imagination of our readers the subject, 
or rather thousand subjects, of their conversation ; every 
thing was shortly explained, and as shortly reconciled. Agnes 
was now the happiest of human beings, and Bellasis, indced, 
was equally content. 

** Shall we drive up to the house, my Lord,” demanded one 
of his servants. Agnes was struck with the address, and 
Bellasis understanding her look of enquiry, replied by inform- 
ing her of his accidental meeting with his uncle, the earl of 
Fitzallan. “ My uncle,” concluded he, “ solicited the interest 
of the Jord lieutenant of Ireland to procure the extension 
of the patent of nobility of the family of Fitzallan, soas to take 
in the children of my mother; and has so effectually suc- 
ceeded, that the king has consented, Iam thus declared, heir 
to the titles of Fitzallan, and am permitted, in the mean- 
time, to bear the title of my grandfather, Lord Allen, as the 
title by courtesy of the heirs of Fitzallan. Fortune has, at 
length, repaid the injustice with which she treated my beloved 
father. Nor was the late Lerd Allen, my grandfather, so 
much deserving of censure as he has becn thought; his enmity 
was kept alive by the artifices of a female cousin, who carefully 
concealed from him every application from my father, He 
died, moreover, in peace with my mother, and that most ex- 
cellent of women is thus released from the heavy weight of a 
paternal curse. May webe allhappy together; may the felicity 
of the remnant of our days compensate for what we have ex- 
perienced of anxiety! Possessed of you, my beloved Agnes, 
what more have L to wish, or what to fear ?” 

This conversation was concluded by their arrival at the house 
Agnes now explained whatever had occurred to her since 
his departure, of the greater part of which Bellasis was wholly 
ignorant, having learned itfrom no other authority but report, 
as he was endeayouring to trace the present residence of 


Agnes, 
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Bellasis, or rather Lord Allen, could not butlook around him 
wiih some satisfaction as the family portraits of the Old- 
castles attracted his attention. “The wainscot of the room was 
oak, which from age and good preservation, shone as mahogany. 
The apartment was the great hall of the mansion, and by its 
dimensions proved the hospitality of its former possessors. Ia 
the countenances of the old family portraits Bellasis thought he 
traced the features of Agnes, but perhaps this resemblance 
was little more than fanciful, and he would not have per- 
ceived that she resembled them had he not known that she 
belonged to them. Such not unfrequently is the power of 
nacination, 

Nothing now remains but to hasten to the conciusion of our 
narrative. Bellasis and Agnes were shortly after this period 
united, and withima few months were introduced to their sove- 
reign, as Lord and Lady Allen. The beauty of her lady- 
ship furnished a new topic of conversation to the circle of 
fashion, nor was she forgotten tlla second new face diverted 
the channel of impertinence. 

Lord Allen and his lady divide their year between the Firs 
and the paternal seat. They occasionally, indeed, visited 
Lord Fitzallan at his seat in Ireland. Every thing conspired 
to the happiness of Lord and Lady Allen, and nothing more than 
the circumstance of the birth of an heir to his lordship, in the 
second year of their marriage. The family mansion of the 
Oldcastles now resounded with the joyful cry of an heir to their 
ancient house. 


sesamiae Ee 


PLOUGHING MATCH. 
To tHe PRINTER. 
Sir, 


AS a friend of agricultural improvement, I conccive too 
much publicity cannot be given to the decision of an 
experiment that may prove of public utility. I therefore beg 
leave to recite the particulars of a ploughing match, which has 
recently been decided on the wolds of Glocestershire: Mr. 
Day, of Broadmoor Farm, in the parish of Sherborne, engaged, 
fora considerable bet, to plough eight acres of his farm with 
four horses and four oxen iv cight hours, at the depth of tour 
Inches ; which was executed with much ease, and considerably 
within the time prescribed, to the asionishment of a number of 
respectable agriculiurists who witnessed the result. The work 
was performed by four donble-furrowed ploughs, two drawn by 
two horses each at length, and two by the oxen in the same 
manner, starting at 20 minutes past five in the morning; and after 
being 
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being put to the pare Mr. Day wished them to be driven at, 


ihey « continuc d, almost without variation, to the completion of 
their task, which was made as follows; 


First horse team 5h, 15 min. | First ox team 7 h. 13 min. 
Second ditto 5h. S2 min. | Second ditto 7 h. 28 win. 
Fach team ploughed two acres. The whole of the spectators 
allowed the work to have been done in a very proper manner ; 
and unanimously agreed that Mr. Day was entitled to great 
applause for his perseverance preparative to the day, by duly 
exercising his cattle to a proper pace, and the wel! conductin? of 
his servants, who behaved with the greatest steadiness. ‘The 
company then repaired to Mr. Day’s, where they partook 

plenteously of his well-known hospitality. 

The oxen were fat; as a proof of which Mr. Day refused 
56]. for the two inferior beasts, to be slaughtered within a 
week, 

The land had not been broken for four months previous to 
the ploughing ; and Mr. Day has offered a wager of 5Ol. that 
the same horses shall plough eight acres in 12 hours, 4 inches 
deep, at the latter end of next March, or the beginning of April; 
and another wager that one horse shall plough one acre in eight 
hours, for 20 guineas, at the same time. 

The ploughs were constructed and made by John Adams, of 
Kemble, Wilts. 

A COTSWOLD FARMER. 

May 1, 1811. 








Description of a Banian Tree. 
{From Marsden’s History of Sumatra.] 


Cannot quit the vegetable kingdom, without noticing a tree, 

which although of no use in manufacture or commerce, nor 
peculiar to the island, and has often been described, merits yet, 
for its extreme singularity, that it should not be passed over in 
silence. Thisisthe Jjawi-jawi and the ulang-ulang of the Malays, 
the banian-tree of the continent, the grossularia domestica of 
Rumphius, and the ficus indica, or ficus racemosa of Linnaeus. 
if possesses the uncommon property of dropping roots or fibres 
from certain parts of its boughs, which, when they touch the 
earth, become new stems, and goon increasing to such an extent, 
that some have measured in circumference of the branches, 
upwards of a thousand feet, and have been said to afford 
shelterto a troop of horse. ‘These fibres, that look like ropes 
attached to the-branches, when they meet with apy obstruction 
in 
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in their descent, conform themselves to the shape of the resist- 
ing body, and thus occasion many curious metamorphoses. { 
recollect seeing them stand in the perfect shape of a gate, 
long after the original posts and cross pieces had dec: uyed and 
disappe ared ; and [lave been told of their lining the internal 
circumference of a large bricked well, like the worm ina 
distiller’s tub; there exhibiting the view of a tree turned inside 
out, the branches pointing to the centre, thishedad of growing 
fromit. [tis iot more extraordinary in its manner of growth, 
than whimsical and fantastic in its dhvice of situations. From 
tlie side of a wall, or the top of a house it seems to spring 
Spoiitaneously.. Even from the smooth surface of a wooden 
pillar turned ‘and painted, I have seen it shoot forth, as if the 
vegetative juices of the seasoned timber had ‘renewed their 
circulation, and begun to produce leaves afresh. I ‘have seen 
it foutish in the centre of a hollow tree, of a very different 
species, which, tidwever, still retained its verdure, its branches 
encompassing those of the adventitious plant, while its decayed 
trunk enclosed the stem, which was visible, at interstices 
froin nearly tlie level of the plain on which they grew. This, 
in trath, appeared so striking a cariosity, that I ‘havé often re- 
paired to the’spot, to conteinplate the singularity of it. How 
the seed, froin Which it is produced, happens to occupy 
stations seemingly 50 unnatural, is not easily determined. Some 
have imagined the bérries carriéd thither by the wind, and others, 
with more appéafanée of ruth, by tli¢ birds ; which clearing 
their bills where they alight or Attémpt'to alight, leave in those 
plaves the seeds, adhering by the viscous maticr which surrounds 
them. ‘ However this be, the jawi-jawi growing on buddings 
Without earth or water, and deriviiig from the genial anmoepuese 
its principle of nourishment, proves in its increasing growth 
highly destructive to the fabric where it is harboured ; for the 
fibious roots, which are at first extremely fine, penetrate com- 
mon cements, and overcoming, as their size enlarges, the most 
powertul resistance, split, with the forée of the mechanic wedge, 
the most substantial brickwork. When the consistence is such 
us not to admit the insinuation of the fibres, the root extends 
itself along the outside, and to an extraordinary length, bearing, 
notintrequently, to the stem, the proportion of erght to one 
when young. | have measured the former sixty inches, when 
the latier to the extremity of the i@af, which took ap a third 
part, was no more than eigt itinches. I have also seen it wave 
its boughs at the apparent heigt it‘of two hundred feet, of which 
the roots, if we may term them stich, occupied at least one 
hundred ; forming by their close combinatio 4 the appearance 
ofay inttable Gothic pillar. [t stood near the plains of Krakep, 
but, like other monuments of antiquity, it had its period of 
€Xistence, and is now no more. 
0 Tor 
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No. 5. 
Natural History of Solen. Siliqua. 


HIS species of shell is commonly known by the name of 

razor-fish, from some resemblance in form to the handle 
of arazor. It is the largest British species in this genus,, is 
about one inch in Jengih,and six inches wide. ‘The colour of the 
shell itself_is paleish yellow, but is covered with a strong brown 
and olive colour skin or epidermis, which appears glossy when 
cleaned. The usual places, where they are touud is hard sandy 
mud; the animal of this shell is provided with an instrument 
with which it perforates to the depth of near two feet below 
the surface; the hole which it makes for its retreat is oval, 
exactly corresponding in form with the valves of the shell 
when closed. When the tide ebbs, and Ieaves the sand bauks 
uncovered, the opening of the hole where this shell is secreied 
is not larger than to admit a pea, but on the tlowing of the 
water, this animal possesses the power of ejecting any . loose 
sandy matter which covered the top. of its retreat by a violent 
discharge of watex from its subterraqueous abode ; this perhaps 
is accomplished by means of a portion of air which the animal 
has the power of retaining or expelling as circumstances re- 
quire; the aperture thus cleared, the creature immediately 
asceuds from the bottom of its hole; and aboye an inch of the 
valves of the shell is visibic above the sand ; from this end, which 
is the most open part of the shell, the animal extends a flexible 
retractile trunk, of two or three inches in length, and which 
most probably is designed for securing such food as nature has 
ordered for its sustenance; on the'least alarm this trunk is with- 
drawn, and the shells sink with the animal to the bottom of its 
retreat, and the only way to secure them is to scize the shell 
instead of the fish. On the ebbing of the tide not one is to be 
seen, and a person unacquainted how to get them might walk 
over thoysauds, and pot find a single specimen ; on some paris 
of the coast they are very plentiful, and are taken for food, 
being esteemed excellent eating ; the most cominon method to 
take them, is by fastening a gun screw to the end of an iron 
rod, und when these holes are found, to force the screw down 
to the bottom of the hole, and giving it a twist to bring np the 
animal and shell ;-but this method generally breaks ihe shell ia 
pieces, and covers the animal with sand, therefore a more 
ingenious way has been discovered, by putting a little salt into 
the hele, and pouring salt water into it; this the creature mis- 
taliing for the returning tide, immediately ascends, and becomes 

an 


9 










































pla 


Sor 





SS eee 








THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 597 


an easy prey to the fisherman. At Kingsbridge this fish is called 
caper-longer. <““ 


Kingsbridge, April 18. 





LANDLORDS AND TENANTS. 


B*. a decision at the late Hereford assizes it is laid down, 
that notwithstanding any covenant in a lease obliging a 
landlord to find timber for the use of his farm, yet such tim- 
ber must not be cut down by the tenant, until it be set out for 
him by the landlord or his agent. If the landlord, on proper 
notice being given, refuse or neglect to do so, the tenant has 
his remedy, may purchase timber for such use, and by a legal 
process recover the amount of the same from the landlord. 

This decision was probably made because it was considered 
that allowing the tenant to cut down timber when he pleased; 
might be greatly abused by an unreasonable one. 





THE LATE MISS GASCOIN. 


HE attention of this young lady to the departed Princess 
Amelia, during her long illness, was marked with most 
affectionate solicitude. His majesty,sensible of her faithful 
services has ordered a marble tablet to her memory, to be 
placed on the right hand aisle of St. George’s Chapel, W ind- 
sor, Lt is extremely neat, and has the following inscription : 
KING GEORGE IIL. 
caused to be interred near this place 
the body of MARY GASCOIN, 
servant to the late Princess Amelia; 
and this stone 
to be inscribed in testimony of his grateful sense 
of the faithful service and altachment 
of an amiable young woman to his beloved daughter, 
whom she survived only three nonths, 
She died the 19th of February, 1811. 





BERRY POMEROY CASTLE. 





A Correspondent requests that some ingenious writer would 
communicate an account of Berry Pomery Castle, now 
in ruins, at present the property of the duke of Somerset, and 
Which is situate between Totnes and Torbay, on the western 
Coast. 


Vol. 51, 30 Answer, 







































398 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


Answer, by T. Byrt, of Shepton Mallet, to bis own Enigma, inserted the 26+) 
of November. 


Wie parting from the nymph I love 

Affection’s tear has fell ; 

With pensive THOUGHT I’ve heav’d in sighs, 
«© My life, amy all, farewell!” 





Answer, by A, Keen, of Menbenniot, to T. Sherwill’s Charade, inserted she 
4th of March, 


yn EE’s a pleasant:place I ween, 
In Devonshire it may'be seen, 


tt We have received the like answer ‘from J. W. Jones, df North Pe 
therton; J. Daw, of isaddipts J. Strike, of North Hill, nedr Launceston; 
J. Pitman, J. Brown, and T. Byrt, of Shepton Mallet; J. Kerby, of Heb 
ston; J. Channon, of Ottery; R. ‘Gidley, Jun. of Dean Prior; G. S. of 
Plymouth ; J. W. of Charmouth; and G. Couch, ‘fun. of St. Gerinan’s, 











Answer, by C. Crews, of Newton Abbot, to J. Channon’s Anagram, inseited 
March'4. 


a IS cruel hard, my friend, on those, 
Who are depriv’d of SHOE and: HOSE. 


*,* We have received the like‘answérs from.J. Daw, of Landulph ; Ca- 
po'jae Caines, of Lion’s-gate ; J. Price, of Yeovil; J. Strike, of North Hill, 
near Launceston; T. Sherwill, at Plympton schvol; R. Glyde, of ‘Uries; 

. Kerby, of Helston; A. Keen, of Menbenniot; J. W. of Charimouth; 
1: Pitman, and T.'Byrt, of Sheptdn Mallet ;-G. Couch, jrin. of St. Ger 
man’s; ‘Ll. Pearse, of Camelford ; and J. Channon, of Ottery. 








4 REBUS, by ¥. Pitman, of Shepton Maller. 
A Sze? plant'you first must shew ; 
A 


_ A messenger next bring to view ; 
An instrdment us’d by the fair; 
Aind then a well-known bird declare; 
A worshipper of great renown 
For my last please to set down: 
The initials, bards, together frame, 
An Indian beast you then will name, 





: ST eee ee 
4 REBUS, by F. Kerby, of Helston. 


‘WD EAD o’er the scriptures, there descry 
A King much fam’d for tyranny ; 
An Egyptian god I. pray explain; 
A man who was in battle slain; 
Nest ohe of’ the prophetic tribe 
It is my wish you would describe ; 
To find my fifth raise your keen eye, 
And view it inthe vaulted sky ; 
Ob may with my néxt keep pace 
*Till I conclude this earthly race ; 
That poet, youths, you'll lastly name, 
Whose labuurs gain’d imnrorral fame; 
vin the initials, then you'll tell 
‘hat should in all men firmly dwell, 
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*« A VIEW THRO’ NATURE UP TO NATURE’s GOD,” 


** Ab Fove principuum muse, Jovis omnia plena ; 
Ille colit terras, ili mea carmina cure.” 
VirGiIL. 
HEN my rapt spirit, high exulting, springs, 
From netveless thought, and vacant view of things; 
Abroad on plumes of strong delight to fly, 
With vast extent, and widely searching eye: 
On wisdom calls her erring flight to guide, 
And draw perception’s fleshly veil aside, 
That she, unclogg’d, may trace the clear design 
Which stamps this boundless tiverse, divine, 
(Wrought by the will of one Almighty Sire) 
And light at nature’s lamp devotion’s‘fire, 
What thoughts energic, thoughts that scorn controul, 
Thro’ each wide-channel fill the -depth-of soul! 
Sublime their mighty tide comes rolling on, 
Bright with the beams of intellectual sun ; 
And, as they float in silent pomp along, 
Swell each warm current from the source of song. 
On seraph plumes I dart.all bounds beyond, 
Vain each low tie, vain each restrictive hond. 
To fields cerulean swift I speed my way, 
And dare the splendours of superna) day ; 
There read, amid creation’s proudest blaze, 
In characters of light her Maker’s praise. 
Sweet concord fills my sensesas I rove, 
Borne thro’ the system of the worlds above ; 
Till lost, I seek again my low sojourn, 
And on receding pinions downwards ‘turn. 
Here range each scene the climes terrestrial give, 
* Mid things inanimate, and things that live : 
Still mark inall the same omniscient plan, 
From the least insect up to lordly man. 
The same pervading, all-exciting power, 
From the tall cedar to the meanest flower : 
From the rough heights where boreal tempests blow, 
To the soft zephyrs in the vales below : 
}rom the wide sea that spurns a thousand sheres, 
Whefe deep to deep in dreadful concert ‘roats, 
To the small riv’let that meandering flows 
Past its green margin, murm’ring as it goes : 
From Zembla’s hills, where snows eternal lie, 
To Zaara’s scorching sands, and torrid sky : 
. Where’er I turn, the same deep skill I sec, 
The perfect plan, the unerring Deity. 
If of the whirlwind.He' his chariot! form, 
Yoke the tierce winds, and ride upon the storm: 
If thro’ the clouds He march in dread attire, 
His heralds thunder, and his arrows fire : 
Or if he walk wpon the glowing sky, 
Cloth’d in thesun’s refolgentpanopty ; 
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Or plant, when half the world were else conceal’d, 
Night’s silver banner on th’ etherial field; 

Lead forth the planetary hosts on high, 

In mildest light’s siderial. majesty, 

And spread abroad, with purest white empearl’d, 
His azure curtains ’mid the starry world, 

If there I see His all-directing hand, 

Stretch’d forth ’mid terrors in supreme command, 
Here power as great, and wisdom as divine, 

From the same source in tranquil glory shine. 

Fain would I all my understanding bend 

‘These heights to scan, these depths to comprehend, 
Where this vast bounty, this diffusive grace, 

Fills every part, and multiplies thro’ space, 

But such high knowledge is for man too great, 

(A bliss scarce granted to an angel state) 

Enough for him, since here precluded more, 
Wondering to love, and loving, to adore ! 


Compton. E. W——-z. 
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HENR Y. 


HE tepid airs had now begun to blow, 
The vernant earth t’ unfold the infant spring ; 

When lo! at opening day, a rural swain, 
Young Henry, child of meditation, wanders forth 
To taste the swectness of the rising year, 
Made still more fragrant by the breath of morn. 
Transported with the beauties of the scene, 
His grateful heart pour’d forth a song to Heav’ny 
And thus was heard the strain : 


HAIL, lovely spring! enchanting maid! 
In all thy blooming sweets array’d, 
Thou com’st to bless our isle ; 
And lo! with an approving eye, 
Aurora from the orient sky 
Beholds thee with a smile. 


Creative Power! whose works abound, 
Where’er I cast my eyes around, 
What beauties du I see! 
And while I view the teaming lands, 
Elate with joy, my soul expands 
In gratitude to thee! 


Malborough, near Kingsbridge, 1811. T. [ARVIS 











T R U TH. 


BY SIR WILLIAM JONES, KNIGHT. 


BS FORE thy mystic altar, heavenly truth, 
I kneel in manhood, as I knelt in youth : 
Thus let me kneel, till this dull form decay 
And life’s last shade be brighten’d by thy ray 
Thea shall my soul, now lost in clouds below, 
Soar without bound, without consuming glow. 
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